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As Chairman of Holybrook Parish
Council, I am delighted to tell
you that Holybrook Parish
Council has been in existence for
20 years on 3rd April 2020. With
the support of our West
Berkshire District Councillors, the
Parish Council has, since its
inception, continued to work on
your behalf to enhance our
Parish to ensure that Holybrook
is a safe and pleasant place to
live. Some examples of our
achievements, to-date, are listed
below:
HPC
has
instigated
improvements in the Linear Park.
With the support of Friends of
Linear Park (FoLP), more tree
planting has taken place and the
Sensory Garden installed making
the park a real joy in all seasons.
And, the recent improvements to
the footpaths have made a
significant difference. We are
also very pleased with our WW1
memorial bench.
The
shopping
centre
at
Holybrook was replaced by
housing after many years of
dilapidation.

Birds enjoying the Linear Park this
winter

The Holybrook Community
Café, which started in 2003 at
the Holybrook Centre, is still
going strong every Friday
afternoon.
In 2006, two new Women’s
Institute
meetings
were
established and these continue
to enjoy success today.
Kennet Valley Free Church was
built in 2007 after many years
in temporary accommodation.
The Church is very welcoming,
offering coffee and friendship
to all.
The Holybrook Festival started
in 2007, when, all those years
ago, our residents told us we
had no community event. This
Festival has evolved over the
years and we now find it is not
only an attraction for our
residents but also for visitors
from the wider area .
The well-used skate park was
installed in 2010 due to popular
demand.
Improvements to the play park
at Holybrook such as a new

Linear Park bridge in all of its
splendour

slide, tree planting, footpaths
and the installation of a MultiUse Games Area (MUGA) offer
much needed facilities.
We now deliver our newsletter
six times per year and regularly
disseminate information via
Facebook, Twitter and our
website.
New noticeboards
have been placed in our bus
shelters and dog bags are
available for free.
To celebrate 20 successful years,
it is proposed that HPC plant 20
flowering trees in the Linear
Park, with the support of FoLP
and permission of WBC. If these
were planted in one group, they
would be a splendid sight in
Spring.
It is with much pleasure and
pride that I have served the
Parish Council over the last 17
years. We have achieved a lot
but there is still much more to
do!
Mary Bedwell,
Chairman, HPC

Holybrook Festival
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Friends of Linear Park – Spring is around the Corner.
November and December were very busy months for the Friends of
Linear Park volunteers and saw the planting of over 300 whips and
2000 daffodil bulbs along the footpaths in both the Beansheaf and
Fords Farm sides of Linear Park; it should be a colourful spring! The
team were joined by three lads working towards their Duke of
Edinburgh Scheme, Bronze Award.
Maintenance continues in the rest of the park and the community garden has been tidied up for the
winter and paths cleared. The new footpaths are getting well used and standing up well against the
recent wet weather. Pooh bridge has been cleaned. There are four new benches coming to the park –
have you spotted them yet?
If you would like to join us for our end of month workdays please e-mail us – folpcalcot@gmail.com.
New Year – New Year resolution – take a walk round the park, perhaps a path you haven’t walked before.
Whatever – Happy New Year to you all.

Three New Parish Bins and New Trees
In line with our Community Infrastructure Levy plan the Parish Council are pleased to announce that
three new bins have been installed in the Parish: one at the Albury Gardens bus stop, on the Holymead
and on Underwood Road (Grantham Road). Also, a number of new whips have been planted in the
Underwood Road playground. We look forward to seeing these in full bloom once they have established.

Kennet Valley Primary School
Kennet Valley Primary School was judged to be ‘good’ following an Ofsted inspection on 20 th and 21st
November 2019.
The report states that children are happy at the school and enjoy learning. Pupils described their school
as ‘tremendous’ and ‘awesome’. The report praised the pupils for their excellent concentration in
lessons, ability to work together and their resilience. Inspectors recognized that ‘relationships between
staff and pupils are very strong.’
The report praises the school curriculum and describes it as ‘ambitious’ and ‘systematically planned’ to
provide ‘the right balance of support and challenge for all’. The Headteacher, Deirdre Devine, said that
she was pleased that the quality of the school curriculum was recognized: ‘Frequent references to our
school curriculum and to the knowledge and skills the children are acquiring is testament to the work the
teaching team have done to ensure our curriculum is both broad and deepens pupils’ knowledge.’
Ms Devine further commented ‘We have a fantastic team at Kennet Valley. Everyone, from the support
staff to the teaching team to the Governing Body, put the children first at all times and we are delighted
that Ofsted has recognized that the overall quality of education we provide for our children is ‘good.’

Website: www.holybrook-pc.gov.uk.
Clerk: clerk@holybrook-pc.gov.uk. Bookings: bookings@holybrook-pc.gov.uk
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ANDY GILKERSON
PLUMBING
SERVICES
Looking for a plumber?
All plumbing work undertaken
Taps, Toilets and Showers fixed
Complete Bathroom Installations
Emergency Repairs

No call out charge
All work insured and guaranteed
Call Andy on

07956 906061 or 0118 941 6017
email: A.Gilkerson@sky.com

Beansheaf Pre-School

Beansheaf Pre-school, based in
the Beansheaf Centre, has a
“GOOD” Ofsted rating.
We
welcome children from 2 yrs and
are pleased to offer up to 30 hrs
funded childcare for eligible
families.
Our highly qualified
team of staff ensure that children
are safe, secure and nurtured
during their time with us. As an
inclusive setting, we offer a range
of fun activities in-line with the
EYFS.
We are now taking
registrations for September.
Contact:
Mobile: 07504 956 168
Landline: 0118 9454312

Preparations for VE Day 75 are well underway and what a great event it is shaping up to be!
Holybrook Parish Council is very excited to offer its community this event for FREE. Celebrations commence in
Linear Park (Charrington Road) at 14:30. With entertainment from Sainsbury Singers, dancers and a live band.
All celebrations will finish at 18:00.
Why not walk up to the park with your family and friends and a picnic and get yourself settled in for an
afternoon of entertainment? Alternatively, you could reserve a table in the marquee for a small fee (see
website for details). This will guarantee you a seat near the entertainment whilst enjoying, perhaps, afternoon
tea which is kindly being provided by the Beansheaf Community Pre-school. In addition, the Kennet Valley
Community Club will be running a bar (please note the bar is chargeable).
Holybrook’s celebration runs alongside some national events including The Last Post at 14:55 and a Toast to
the Nations Heroes at 15:00.
YOUR HOLYBROOK
COUNCILLORS
MARY BEDWELL

ANDREW LENAGHAN
0118 945 3714

0118 942 0196

SARJU MISTRY

0118 941 8203

SIMON COLLARD
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BRIAN BAKER
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CHARLIE CROAL
0118 943 2643
RICHARD SOMNER
07836 208 382
CLIVE LITTLEWOOD
07905 816 846
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DISTRICT COUNCILLORS
0118 375 6146

District Councillor Ward Surgery is at 10:00
on Saturday 14th March 2020, Beansheaf
Centre. If you have any Ward related issues
please pop in and see us to discuss.

07836 208382

Cllrs Richard Somner and Peter Argyle

PETER ARGYLE

RICHARD SOMNER

HARISH MISTRY
0118 945 5830

At a full West Berkshire Council meeting on
9th January 2020, Cllr Somner presented a
motion which sought to raise awareness of
the issues of pavement and inconsiderate
parking, and the blocking of highways. This
is something that has been championed in
past parish newsletters and it is hoped that
all Parish and Town Councils will join to
increase the awareness. This is an issue
that is not solely down to enforcement and
can be aided by increased awareness.

