HOLYBROOK PARISH NEWS
Serving the communities of Fords Farm and Beansheaf Farm

December 2020
Dear Holybrook Residents,
At this time of year we often take a moment to reflect on the last 12 months. This year, in particular, may have
been difficult for many due to the uncertain times in which we are living. As a Parish Council we are very proud of
the way that our residents have come together to acknowledge the hard work of all keyworkers, across many
industries, who have kept essential services running during the Covid–19 pandemic. We also thank you for
adhering to the rules on social distancing and for looking after one another; whether this is helping with shopping,
cutting the grass or having a socially distanced chat. These gestures go a long way not only in difficult times but
always!
Thank you to our office staff who have been keeping the Parish Office running from their individual homes. Their
hard work has allowed the Council to operate as normally as possible under the difficult circumstances we face at
the present time.
Holybrook Parish Council turned 20 this year. In celebration of this milestone, the Council, with the help of West
Berkshire Council and Friends of Linear Park, will be planting 20 flowering fruit trees in, hopefully, December.
These trees will be located on the Fords Farm side of Linear Park to create a Community Orchard.
In the New Year, the Council will be looking at new Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) projects and this is
something we would, once again, appreciate your involvement in. Therefore, please look out for any information
coming your way in the newsletter or via our digital platforms.
In the meantime, my Parish Councillors and I would like to take this opportunity to wish all our residents a
peaceful Festive Season and New Year.
Mary Bedwell, Chairman

Friends of Linear Park – We have done it again; the has Park won the coveted Green Flag!
Even Covid-19 has not deterred the Friends of Linear Park from helping to keep the Park tidy and well maintained.
This hard work, over the past 12 months, especially through the summer, has been rewarded with the Park
retaining its Green Flag for the 11th year running making it one of the 2000 best kept parks in the country. This
year the award was judged by a ‘mystery’ person so we had no way of knowing when the Park was going to be
inspected. Well done to everyone for this great achievement.
The Working Group is now changing from the last day of the month, to every
Tuesday with individuals having the option of which Tuesday to join. This will
allow for lone working but, overall, more work will be done on a person to
person allocation. Anyone wishing to join in with the activities please email
folpcalcot@gmail.com
Winter is here and the nature in the Park changes with the seasons. Some
wildlife goes into hibernation, whilst others gain their winter feathers and the
leaves enjoy their late autumn colours before falling from the trees.
Don your hat, coat, gloves (and wellies) to enjoy a walk in our wonderful
park . Whatever the weather, there is always something to see and enjoy. Let
us know what you find.

Seasons greetings to you all.
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Walking your dog
Dog walkers, please remember
that, whilst it is absolutely fine
for dogs to be off their leads,
owners must ensure that their
dogs are under control.
As the definition of ‘out of
control’ is quite broad and open
to interpretation, please take
some time to look at the
Government website for further
information:
https://www.gov.uk/control-dog-public
It is also worth bearing in mind that not everyone is comfortable
with unfamiliar dogs. So, while some may see your dog as
harmless, others may become concerned by excitable behaviour.

For further information:
Email:
westberks bct@westberks.gov.uk
Call: 01635 503579
Website:
www.westberks.gov.uk/coronavirus
-communityhub

Rats are unwelcome visitors in our gardens
As you may already know, rats are considered vermin that can spread potentially serious diseases, including
Leptospirosis, which can lead to Weil’s disease. They often make their homes under decking and in sheds,
greenhouses and compost heaps.
If you are not sure if you have rats, as they are often nocturnal, you can look out for their tunnels or ‘runs’;
tracks alongside walls, fences or buildings; their cylindrical droppings; or gnawed wood, especially where food
is stored.
Here are a few suggestions that could help prevent rats coming into your gardens:


Stop feeding wild birds and animals.



Keep the garden tidy.



Move things around (rats do not like new
things).



Block access to garden buildings, garages
and decking.



Protect your compost bin.



Keep an eye on food stored in sheds and
garages.



Remove water sources.

For further information go to:
https://publicprotectionpartnership.org.uk/environmental-health/neighbourhood-concerns/pest-control/
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ANDY GILKERSON
PLUMBING
SERVICES
Looking for a plumber?
All plumbing work undertaken
Taps, Toilets and Showers fixed
Complete Bathroom Installations
Emergency Repairs

No call out charge
All work insured and guaranteed
Call Andy on

07956 906061 or 0118 941 6017
email: A.Gilkerson@sky.com

Beansheaf Pre-School

Beansheaf Pre-school, based in the
Beansheaf Centre, has a “GOOD”
Ofsted rating.
We welcome
children from 2 yrs and are pleased
to offer up to 30 hrs funded
childcare for eligible families. Our
highly qualified team of staff
ensure that children are safe,
secure and nurtured during their
time with us. As an inclusive
setting, we offer a range of fun
activities in-line with the EYFS and
Covid-19 secure regulations. We
are now taking registrations for
January 2021.
Contact:
Mobile: 07504 956 168
Landline: 0118 9454312

PLEASE REMEMBER!
How to reduce the risk of becoming a burglary victim this
winter
Now that the clocks have gone back and the evenings are darker, there are a few simple steps
you can take to help protect your property:

The main gates to Linear Park
are locked 30 minutes after
dusk, unless there are hirers
in the Beansheaf Centre.
When this is the case, they
are locked after the last
person has left the building.
YOUR HOLYBROOK
COUNCILLORS
MARY BEDWELL
0118 942 0196
CLAIRE TULL
0118 941 8203
CHARLIE CROAL
07855 749 876

Lock your doors and windows, if you have a UPVC door make sure you have double locked it by
lifting the handle and locking it with the key. Make sure the key is removed from the lock
and out of reach.
Think about purchasing a Video Doorbell Camera - This will send the footage of anyone
approaching your home, to your mobile phone.
Keep valuables out of sight from doors and windows.
Remember to mark your valuables using a UV pen and register them on the national property
register at www.immobilise.com.
If you are leaving the house, you can deter burglars by making your home appear occupied:
Double check that you have locked your windows and doors before leaving.
Light up your living room using timer switch. A TV simulator can also be used to give the
appearance of a TV screen being used. Invite a neighbour to park on your drive while you
are away.
You can find more information on how to reduce the risk of becoming a victim of burglary by
downloading your FREE Home Security Guide from the Thames Valley Police website here:
https://www.thamesvalley.police.uk/police-forces/thames-valley-police/areas/advice/homesecurity-guide/

RICHARD SOMNER
07836 208 382

Raising Funds

07905 816 846
LLC for AWE

On Tuesday 13th October 2020,
Calcot School PTFA took over part
of the car park in Linear Park to
raise much needed funds.

CLIVE LITTLEWOOD

HARISH MISTRY
0118 945 5830
ANDREW LENAGHAN
0118 945 3714
SARJU MISTRY
07967 810 215
SIMON COLLARD
0118 9410 697
BRIAN BAKER
0118 943 2643
BIYI OLOKO
0118 942 3435

DISTRICT COUNCILLORS
PETER ARGYLE
0118 375 6146
RICHARD SOMNER
07836 208382

Parents donated bags of clothes,
which were then sold on, raising a
magnificent sum of £409.00 for the
School.
A class competition was also held to
see who could bring the most bags.
Well done to the Nursery for
bringing a total of 33 bags.
Special thanks go to West Berkshire
Council for allowing the PTFA to use
the car park and to Holybrook
Parish Council for its assistance.

If you would like to
contact the Holybrook
Parish Council, the
contact details are
below:
Email addresses:
Clerk@holybrook-pc.gov.uk
Bookings@holybrook-pc.gov.uk
admin@holybrook-pc.gov.uk
Telephone number: 0118 945 4339 and
leave a message.
Website: www.holybrook-pc.gov.uk
If you would like to contact West
Berkshire Council, their telephone
number is 01635 551111.
Alternatively, you can report an issue
online at www.westberks.gov.uk/
reportaproblem .
For any other services, please go to their
website www.westberks.gov.uk

