June 2019

A Festival Shout-Out — We need you!
If you have BBQ experience, we need help to serve and cook

.

Setting up tables before the event and

returning them to the building afterwards . Directing traffic for parking . Selling raffle tickets
can’t help on the day, but are free in the days before, we need posters put up for the event.

.

If you

Don’t be shy! Any help will enable us to keep providing a fantastic fun day for Holybrook.
Contact Cllr Somner or the Parish Office (01189 454 339) for more information.
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RATS!
Rats are a common problem. Try the
following to help keep them at bay:
- Peppermint oil: They hate the
smell;
- Catnip: Plant it in several spots
around the garden;
- Keep your garden clean: remove
piles of wood and garden clippings;
pick up any fallen fruit, berries or
vegetables; cut back overgrown
areas.
- Remove food and water sources
including pet food and water bowls
- Soil netting can help prevent
burrowing;
- Sealing gaps in external walls and
fences will help prevent rats entering
your garden.

Free Priority Services
Supporting people in vulnerable circumstances

Thames Water offer a free Priority Service to customers who find themselves in vulnerable
circumstances. Thames Water aim to provide free support, in the unlikely event you have no water, by
prioritising the most vulnerable first. Amongst the eligibility criteria are poor mobility, sight or hearing
loss, dialysing at home, speech or hearing difficulties, mental health issues.
If you register for this service, Thames Water can tailor their services to meet your needs, from using your
preferred means of communication to delivering water to your door. Thames Water also work with
Scottish and Southern Electricity Networks to help customers register for priority services once and
benefit from support during both power cuts and water supply interruptions.
For more information, e-mail ecs@thameswater.co.uk, call the Extra Care Team on 0800 0093652
option 3, or visit www.thameswater.co.uk/priorityservices. Financial support is available as well: search
‘help paying your bill’ on the Thames Water website.

Friends of Linear Park - Summer is Coming
Year resolutions or the gym
has become a bit wobbly –
take yourself down to the Trim
Trail or walk or jog the
measured mile. Either way
you will see the beauty of the
park.
The park is now taking on it’s
summer look. The weather is
improving and, with the lighter
evenings, it’s the perfect time to
explore the park. If your New

We have recently had a
sighting of a water vole near
the balancing ponds. Any
reports of sightings of water
voles would be gratefully

appreciated:
folpcalcot@gmail.com.
World ‘Knit in Public Day’ takes
place on Saturday 8th June 2019
and we will have the gazebo up
in the Community garden. Come
along and knit a ‘smoothie hat’
for Age UK. Join
us between 2pm
and 5pm. Wool
and needles will
be provided.
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ANDY GILKERSON
PLUMBING
SERVICES
Looking for a plumber?
All plumbing work undertaken
Taps, Toilets and Showers fixed
Complete Bathroom Installations
Emergency

Repairs

No call out charge
All work insured and guaranteed
Call Andy on

07956 906061 or 0118 941
6017 email:
A.Gilkerson@sky.com

Thames Valley Police West
Berks now have a Facebook page
(Thames Valley Police West Berks).
Here you can get regular updates
from the team policing Holybrook
and, if you have a FB account,
participate too. Don’t forget you
can also sign up for Thames Valley
Alerts on our website too.
Pangbourne Neighbourhood Police
Team
covering Holybrook and
surrounding Parishes
The next Neighbourhood Action Group
meeting is on Thursday 4th July 2019
starting at 10.15am. Beansheaf Centre
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West Berkshire Council Members: Following the May elections, the make-up
of West Berkshire Council has changed. Councillors have reduced from 52
across the Authority to 43 and the number Wards has reduced from 30 to 24. Calcot ward no longer
exists with the new ward of Tilehurst South and Holybrook taking its place with 2 members instead of 3.
Overall the Conservative group retain control with 24 members. The new Leader is Cllr Lynne Doherty
YOUR HOLYBROOK
COUNCILLORS
MARY BEDWELL
0118 942 0196
CLAIRE TULL
0118 941 8203
CHARLIE CROAL
07855 749 876
RICHARD SOMNER
07836 208 382
CLIVE LITTLEWOOD
07905 816 846
LLC for AWE see
website: www.awe.co.uk
‘our responsibilities

and Cllr Graham Bridgman as deputy. The new Chairman of Council is Cllr
Graham Pask. We would like to thank everyone that came out to vote,
regardless of where your cross went, it was good to have some interesting
conversations outside the Polling stations.
Recycling and Waste: A reminder to everyone that the waste facility at
Padworth provides full waste disposal options and is currently on an extended
opening hours trial to open every day from 8.00am to 6pm. The trial began at
the start of April and lasts for 6 months. If successful, this will become
permanent – but that depends on use, so please do where possible.
Transport & Countryside: You may have seen that the Council prosecuted SSE
following traffic chaos caused in Newbury, although not directly in our area,
this does send a message to major Contractors that the Council will look closely
at performance and take action where possible. We continue to look closer to
home at the infrastructure and offerings – especially with new development
applications. And work closely with the Parish Council and Officers whenever
possible.

HARISH MISTRY
0118 945 5830
0118 942 2408
ANDREW LENAGHAN
0118 945 3714
SARJU MISTRY
07967 810 215
SIMON COLLARD
0118 9410 697
BRIAN BAKER
0118 943 2643

DISTRICT
COUNCILLORS

Ward Surgery dates: We continue to hold monthly surgeries on the second
Saturday of each month at the Beansheaf Community Centre, next dates are 8 th
June, 13th July then a gap to 14th September. As always, no appointment
required, the kettle is always ready.
If we don’t see you there, have a warm and safe start to the summer!
Cllrs Peter Argyle, Richard Somner

See if you can pay less for your energy bills by signing up to
the West Berkshire Energy Switch
Since 2016, over 560 households have switched supplier through the scheme, saving over
£130,800 between them. The recent February auction saw switchers saving an average
of £210 on their annual bill.
There is no obligation to switch. Sign up and see if you can save; to register or find out
more, visit www.westberks.gov.uk/communityswitch

PETER ARGYLE
0118 375 6146
RICHARD SOMNER

You will need to have your latest energy bill to hand, as you’ll need the details during the
registration process. Registration and acceptance is open until 2nd July, and offers will
begin to go out from 3rd June.

07836 208382
ALOK SHARMA MP
0118 941 3803
alok.sharma.mp@parliament.uk

West Berkshire residents without internet access should
contact West Berkshire Council on 01635 503267 by 21st
June to register. Remember to have your energy bill or
annual statement to hand when you call.

