HOLYBROOK PARISH NEWS
Serving the communities of Fords Farm and Beansheaf Farm

December 2019
Holybrook Parish Council was proud to support the Royal British Legion in Novmeber by making poppies
available for sale. Thank you to everyone who purchased their poppy from the Parish Office for this
worthy cause. In addition, and as in previous years, your Chairman lay a wreath, in her official capacity, at
the very well attended Remembrance Day parade in Theale.
On Monday 10th December 2019, Holybrook Parish Councillors, at their Council meeting,
will be wearing Christmas jumpers in support of Save the Children’s Christmas Jumper
Day. Note: the December meeting will commence at 7.00pm. If you would like to
donate to this cause please pop into the Parish Office where the staff will be adorning
various Christmas items during week commencing 10th December.
Finally, we wish you a peaceful holiday period and advise that the Parish Office will be closed
from 1.00pm on Thursday 19th December up to and including Sunday 5th January 2020.

Holybrook Festival

Bollywood comes to Kennet Valley
Kennet Valley Primary School was delighted to
mark the Hindu festival of Diwali with some
Bollywood dancing in school. K'z Dance
Entertainment, led by the dynamic Kalpesh,
visited Kennet Valley on Thursday 10th October
to hold a Bollywood Dance workshop with
each class. Many children dressed up for the
occasion in colourful clothes.

Cllr Somner, on behalf of the
Festival Committee, presents a
cheque for £220.00 to Andrew
Harden–Sweetham from
Launchpad. The chosen Charity
at the 2019 Festival.

The day of dancing was enormous fun.
Children and adults were amazed at how
quickly we were all able to pick up some dance
moves ready for a whole school Bollywood
Dance Show to parents at the end of the day.
The children were fantastic;
they loved showing off to
parents and were delighted
when their parents joined in!

Next year’s Festival is on

Sunday 28th June 2020.

Website: www.holybrook-pc.gov.uk
Clerk: clerk@holybrook-pc.gov.uk
Beansheaf Centre Bookings: bookings@holybrook-pc.gov.uk
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ALLOTMENTS TO LET
Looking for fresh air and exercise? What could
be better than growing your own fruit and
vegetables?
The Dr Ellerton Charitable Trust has an
allotment site in Theale. The plots are roughly
7m x 25m. Water and parking is on-site and is
free.
There are currently plots available to rent (free
until January 2020) so you can make a start
soon.

Unfortunately, due to poor
weather conditions, the last
planned litter pick of 2019 was
cancelled. No further litter
picks are scheduled due to low
attendance levels .

If you are interested please call Nick on:
0118 930 22 66 to arrange a visit.

Friends Of Linear Park –

Winter is Coming

Our new footpaths have arrived just in time for winter with huge thanks
to residents who voted for this in the CIL project list. During October
there was lots of activity in the park as three new footways were
installed.
1. On the playing field from the Beansheaf Community Centre, past the
skate park to link up with the path going east alongside the balancing ponds.
2. Through the woodland – nice and bendy!
3. Behind the Beansheaf Community Centre alongside the ditch.
These paths have been needed for a while and will make walking in the park, partially
during the winter easier and cleaner. Don your hats, coats and walking boots and enjoy
the new links.
Let us know what you think – folpcalcot@gmail.com

Lastly we would like to send ‘Seasonal Greetings’ to all park users.

Kennet Valley Community Association
Registered Charity Number 285148

The Holybrook Centre, Holymead
Calcot, RG31 7YT
The never ending story…

KVCA have completed the next stage of the ongoing refurbishment of
the Holybrook Centre. Over the last 3 years, with assistance of grants from West
Berks and Holybrook Parish, we have refurbished the Lounge and Sports Bar,
constructed a large beer garden and pre-school play area, recently redecorated
the Community Hall and refurbished the flooring, including Ofsted requirements
for the Caterpillars Pre-School, replaced all lighting with LED where possible and
will now move on to refurbish the hall toilets, replace the boilers in Hall and Club
and purchase new chairs for the Hall. The Forth Bridge has nothing on us!!
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ANDY GILKERSON

Would you like to
advertise your
company or
organisation
here!!!
For more information,
please contact the Parish
office on 0118 945 4339 or
email

PLUMBING
SERVICES
Looking for a plumber?
All plumbing work undertaken
Taps, Toilets and Showers fixed
Complete Bathroom Installations
Emergency Repairs

No call out charge
All work insured and guaranteed
Call Andy on

admin@holybrookpc.gov.uk

07956 906061 or 0118 941
6017 email:
A.Gilkerson@sky.com

Climate Conference
The West Berkshire Council Climate Conference, held in October, was a
fantastic, well attended event with some very interesting guest speakers and stalls. Feedback has been
positive and will contribute to the West Berkshire Environment Strategy. Your views are important to
West Berkshire Council so please keep a look out for news in the press and social media for the
consultation and, hopefully, for future events.

Padworth Recycling Centre
We are very pleased that Padworth has seen a hugely positive increase in usage since the hours and
facilities were extended. Your District Councillors’ have campaigned to provide a better facility and this is
proving to be reflected by over 200% more use. We hope to be able to provide news of more permanent
changes and of increased options with Veolia in the near future, thank you all for your support in using
the facility.

Number 1 Bath Road and Murdoch’s
Current expectation is that the Bath Road property will move forward for sales in coming months, we will
continue to provide updates as they become available.
The new application (19/01803/FUL) for Murdoch’s to be demolished and a car park provided was called
to Eastern Area Planning in October. Cllr Somner called the item in for review by Members and Cllr Argyle
represented at Committee. The outcome was the refusal of an application which, locally, is believed to be
unbeneficial to the area. We continue to hope for the development of the site in keeping with the area
and will continue to discuss with West Berkshire Officers.

Winter Weather and On-road Parking
As winter and the bad weather approaches, please be mindful that irresponsible parking makes driving
and walking more hazardous. We have said before that we understand the premium of parking, we are
content that bus routes will be kept clear but please keep junctions free and pavements accessible –
especially for the less well-abled and the vulnerable and for Waste Service and Emergency vehicles.

December train timetable improvements
Depending on the date that this wonderful newsletter drops on your doormat, we will either be about to
or just had the timetable improvements from Great Western Railway (GWR). Bringing forward better
access to our areas west of Reading and beyond from the middle of the month.

Ward Surgeries
A reminder that we continue to hold open surgery on the second Saturday of each month at the
Beansheaf Community Centre – next dates are 14th December, 11th January, 8th February between
10:00 and 11:30 Please come for a coffee and a chat – no appointment required.
Finally, we wish you all a Merry Christmas and a happy & healthy New Year from Cllrs Peter
Argyle & Richard Somner

Explorers from Kennet Valley Free Church go Litter Picking
On Friday 20th September 2019, a group of around 12 children known as Explorers, aged between 7&11
years, led by Charlie, their Youth Worker, and 4 other volunteers, set off from the Church around 6.15pm
and litter picked between Kennet Valley Primary School and the Holybrook Community Centre.
The children absolutely loved cleaning up the area they live in and will definitely be doing it again!

