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Dear Residents
With the glorious weather we have had so far over the Summer it is pleasing to see many of you
out and about enjoying the open spaces around Holybrook. Although, sadly, this has resulted in
an increase of litter and dog foul. Our Warden continues to work hard to keep the Parish clean
and tidy but this is also your responsibility. There are many dog waste bins and several dog
waste bag stations in convenient locations around the Parish for your use. There are also many
litter bins and, following the recent CIL monies consultation, more bins will be added in the
coming months.

Let’s all work together to keep our Parish a clean and pleasant place to live.

Welcome once again to the ‘post
-match’ report for the 2018
Holybrook Festival. Every year
the Festival Committee is
thrilled to see the support from
all of our residents and their
families and this year, despite
so many other attractions in the
area and much further afield,
was no exception.
Football aside, and I can assure
you all – we selected our date
before the fixtures were
published! We were able to see
some old friends back this year
as popular as ever, Circus Scene,
Big Foot the Clown, Kick-Fit,
Owen’s
Animals,
Outdoor
Academy archery, and Reading
Rockets, Theale Green art &
photography
and
Junk
Percussion… all fantastic and
thanks to them! It was also
great to see the popularity of

the dog show events, brilliantly
supported this year by Active
VetCare. In addition this year we
had some wonderful local
support from Calcot Junior
School choir & steel percussion,
Reading
Barberettes
and
commercially (and for the
adults) from West Berkshire
Brewery and Tutts Clump Cider.
The Committee chose to support
The Rosemary Appeal this year
and, as Chairman ,it was
wonderful to speak to David Ball,
Trustee of the Charity, to find
out about the £4.5m funds they
are raising to improve Dialysis
and Cancer healthcare facilities
for the area, truly inspiring.
This year, as every year, we try
to keep some of the old and to
build with some new, and we do
this to provide something that

everyone will enjoy. To be
successful we rely on you and
your support. Planning has
already started for 2019, so we
welcome your thoughts on the
Festival this year – look out for a
survey or send me your
comments via the Parish Office
marked for my attention.
We also need volunteers every
year; I can never thank enough
those that have given their time,
whether on the committee or on
the day, but if you have some
time and want to help – get in
touch…we need you!
Thank you all for another
fantastic year, and here’s to
2019!
Cllr Richard Somner
Festival Chairman
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If you could ask God one question… what are your Big Questions? Get in
touch on Facebook or look out for us as we are out in the local area.
Our annual Holiday Bible Club will be running 23rd-27th July contact us if
you are interested in sending your children.
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HOLYBROOK PARISH
OVER 60S LUNCH CLUB
This project commenced in
September 2012 and, initially,
proved very popular.
Despite regular promotion,
numbers
have
gradually
dwindled with our last event in
May 2018 going ahead with only
two members.
Therefore, it is regrettable that
this club is now CLOSED.

Friends of Linear Park
Tuesday 29 May 2018 saw the ‘official’ opening of
the Trim Trail on the Fords Farm Linear Park by
District Councillor Peter Argyle, together with press
and TV coverage. We encourage everyone to enjoy
this latest facility in the park. There is an exercise for
all. Please let us know the one you like best.
Our expanded Fernery next to the Community
Garden is looking good. Thank you to those of you
who have donated ferns for it.
On Monday 20 August 2018 we are holding a ‘Picnic in the Park’ between 3.00 pm and 5.00 pm at the
Beansheaf Centre, to celebrate St. Filberts Day, patron Saint of Hazelnuts and the 15th Birthday of
Friends of Linear Park. Come along with your picnic and rug to find out about St Filbert. You can also
enter some ‘Nut’ related competitions and there will be a Children’s Treasure Hunt together with prizes.
Everyone welcome.

Future Dates for the Diary: Monday 15 October 2018 – FLP AGM. Guest speaker – Adrian Lawson who will be talking about his award
winning book ‘The Shady Side of Town – The Trees that didn’t make it’.
Sunday 21 October 2018—Adrian will be leading a Tree Walk around the park.

Check the noticeboards for further information.
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ANDY GILKERSON
PLUMBING
SERVICES
Looking for a plumber?
All plumbing work undertaken
Taps, Toilets and Showers fixed
Complete Bathroom Installations
Emergency Repairs

No call out charge
All work insured and guaranteed
Call Andy on

07956 906061 or 0118 941
6017 email:
A.Gilkerson@sky.com

Beansheaf Pre-School
Beansheaf Centre, Calcot
Beansheaf Pre-School is proud
to announce yet another
“GOOD” rating from Ofsted

Casa Bella
Blinds
Roller Pleated Panel
Roman Venetian Perfect fit
Vertical Vision Shutters

following a recent inspection.
Your local independent blinds specialist. Able to provide you with
the highest quality blinds on the
market, at very competitive prices

For your hassle free no obligation
quotation call
For enquiries regarding spaces
at our pre-school please call

07878-820599 or

Karen Albanese on 0750 495

01635-32703

6168 or 01189454 312

email: info@casabellablinds.com
www.casabellablinds

WEST BERKSHIRE MATTERS
YOUR HOLYBROOK
COUNCILLORS
MARY BEDWELL
0118 942 0196
CLAIRE TULL
0118 941 8203
CHARLIE CROAL
07855 749 876
RICHARD SOMNER
07836 208 382
CLIVE LITTLEWOOD
07905 816 846
LLC for AWE see
website:
www.awe.co.uk ‘our
responsibilities

Padworth Recycling Centre
Following the Eastern Area Planning Committee decision, your District Councillors are very
pleased to announce the ability for Padworth to take general household (black bag) waste – This
is great news for the residents of the eastern side of West Berkshire and is already being well
used. Please remember your permits – you can request a replacement on the West Berkshire
Council website if you have lost the one originally supplied.

Grass cutting and boundaries
In the last edition we wrote about the issues that we were all experiencing with delays in the
cutting of the grass verges and Linear Park. Whilst the Park was kept tidy we were extremely
disappointed with the lack of attention to verges and have been engaging with Senior Officers and
the Contractor in order to address the problem. Solutions have been sought and implemented
and we will be monitoring performance going forward. Thanks again to everyone that contacted
us regarding this matter.

Travelling Communities
Residents locally, and across the border into Reading, have been understandably concerned
about the activities and movements of unlawful encampments. This is often a highly emotive
subject and we can assure you that it sits high on the agenda for District Councillors, Thames
Valley Police, MP’s and WBC. Conversations continue at a high level and we will communicate any
relevant information as it becomes available.

HARISH MISTRY
0118 945 5830
SARAH EVANS
0118 942 2408

Green Bin charges
You may have seen information regarding delays to the implementation of charges for green bin
recycling. This continues to be discussed at Council and information will be shared as it becomes
available

Ward Surgeries
ANDREW LENAGHAN
0118 945 3714
SARJU MISTRY
07967 810 215
JO STEWART
07500 966 905
SIMON COLLARD
0118 9410 697

DISTRICT
COUNCILLORS
PETER ARGYLE
0118 375 6146
RICHARD SOMNER
07836 208382
MANOHAR LAL GOPAL
Mob: 07900 372323

A reminder that there is no Surgery in August, but they will resume on the second Saturday of
each month at the Beansheaf Community Centre on 8th September, 13th October, 10th November
between 10:00 and 11:30 Please come for a coffee and a chat – no appointment required.
Enjoy the rest of the so far glorious summer safely!

Cllr Richard Somner, Cllr Peter Argyle, and Cllr Manohar Gopal

Kennet Valley Community Association
This is Josh O'Donnell (Reading Young Sports
Personality of the year 2016) - he is a relation of
Karen Baldwin who is a Trustee and Membership
Secretary of KVCA. He came to us for sponsorship
to represent England in the European Tae Kwon
Do Championship in Estonia. We were glad to
help by donating £100 and free hire of the Hall
for a Fund Raiser. Here are a couple of photos
showing Josh in his training kit and also in action
at the competition.

Parish Meetings:
For an up-to-date list of all Parish
meetings, including sub-committees,
please visit:
www.holybrookparishcouncil.co.uk
Holybrook Parish Council is
now on Facebook, please
LIKE our page to receive our
updates on Facebook.

ALOK SHARMA MP
0118 941 3803
alok.sharma.mp@parliament.uk

If you would like to contact the Parish
Office, please call us on 0118 945 4339
or email us at
holybrookcouncil@btconnect.com.

