HOLYBROOK PARISH NEWS
Serving the communities of Fords Farm and Beansheaf Farm

June 2021
Welcome to the June edition of the Holybrook Parish News. We hope that, by the time you have
received this publication, the weather will have improved and the sun will be shining.
Over the past year, many of you have taken the opportunity to walk, run, cycle or drive around the
Parish. With this in mind, please remember that, in order to keep everyone safe, cycling is not
permitted on the pavements unless using a dedicated cycle lane. Additionally, you cannot drive
through the bus sumps and please go around the roundabouts in the correct direction, not over them.
The roundabout should always be on the driver’s side as you go around it.

A sad farewell to our Holybrook Festival
At its Annual Meeting in May, Holybrook Parish Council resolved that, as no residents had come forward to help, it is
impossible for the Council to continue to provide such a large scale event.
Holybrook Parish Council gives heartfelt thanks to all of the individual councillors who have been involved in this event
over the last 12 years, to the businesses who have provided support and to the neighbours, friends and family of
council members who have assisted on festival days.
Over its 12 year history, the Festival has been a proud supporter of local charities, businesses and schools, giving them
all a chance to raise awareness and much needed funds. It has been joyous to see our community come together on
festival day to share in the many and varied free entertainments. We are deeply saddened to permanently say
goodbye to this event which, we are sure, will be missed by many.

Parish Council Meetings:
June: Full Council, Monday 21st June 2021 at 19:30
July: Finance Committee Meeting, Monday 5th July 2021 at 19:30
Full Council, Monday 26th July 2021 at 19:30
Meeting dates are subject to change and a full list of Parish meetings, including any date changes, can be
found on our website: www.holybrook-pc.gov.uk. Alternatively, please contact: admin@holybrookpc.gov.uk for more information. You can also find the Council’s agendas and minutes on our website.

RED KITES
Red kites are scavengers by nature.
The feeding of red kites is now discouraged. However, if you choose to feed these magnificent birds
please do so mindfully, for example, before putting food out for the Kites please discuss this with your
neighbours and take their views into account. Please do not put any food for the Kites in the Linear Park
as this could cause harm to other animals and creatures in the park and, finally, please do follow the
below guidance from the RSPB:





Avoid using cooked or processed meat and limit the feeding of pieces of meat that lack skin and bone.
Whole small-mammal carcasses such as mice and rats are ideal and are widely available from pet food suppliers.
Food based on captive-bred birds (such as day-old-chicks) should not be used as there is greater risk of disease
transmission.
Clear up any uneaten food at the end of each day to avoid attracting rats and other
scavengers .
Consider feeding only in the afternoons to allow birds time to forage naturally in the first part
of the day.

More information on feeding red kites can be found at: www.reading-rspb.org/information
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HOLYBROOK PARISH NEWS
Here is some helpful information
regarding your household
rubbish and recycling bins from
West Berkshire Council’s
website:





Your black bin, green bins and bag
are collected alternate weeks.
Please do not put the following in
your black bin:






soil, rubble or bricks
electrical items
hot ash
gas canisters
commercial or business
waste

Please have your bins ready to
empty by 6am during current
coronavirus pandemic on your
collection day.






leave your bin handles
facing outwards, as this will
make the collection quicker
for the crews
ensure your bin lid is closed
and that there is no excess
rubbish left next to the bin
do not put liquids in your bin
do not overload your bin with
heavy items

Make sure you return your bin to
your property as soon as
possible after collection.

each household is
provided with two green
recycling boxes and a
reusable bag
you can recycle paper and
card in one box and glass
in the other. The green
bag is used for all your
plastic bottles, aerosols,
drinks and food cans
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materials - please separate
the materials into the right
containers
shredded paper should not
be put into your green box; it
can be composted or reused
for animal bedding (or
alternatively put in your
black bin)



For further details and
information please go to
www.westberks.gov.uk.

Please make sure you return
your containers to your
property as soon as possible
after collection.
If your recycling has not been
collected for some reason, you
should be left a note explaining
the problem.
Reasons might include:









large cardboard cardboard must be
flattened and no bigger
than 85cm x 45cm
textiles - please put your
textiles in a clear sack or
labelled bag (no black
sacks or charity bags)
textiles should be placed
next to your boxes
please remove all tops
from bottles
wrong type of plastic we only accept plastic
bottles in your green
sack.
mixing your recycling

On 23rd March 2021 Calcot Schools
PTFA had a Bag2School event at
Linear Park car park. £293.00 of
much needed funds were raised for
the redevelopment of the Juniors
Library.

Friends of Linear Park Summer is a Coming In… (old English song)
After the rain, came the dry spell and then more rain. The English weather does not change and work in the
park continues whatever the weather. Now that we are able to meet in larger
groups, progress on the cutting back of the edge creep continues on the
footpaths. As does the trimming of the ever-growing hedges and nettles.
Two new benches have been installed along the banks of the Holybrook
allowing people to sit for a while and enjoy the wildlife on the water. A heron
has been sighted recently, looking intently for his supper along the bank. What
have you seen?
The Sensory Garden has also had a makeover and the Willow Arch has been
reconstructed. We would love for you to have a wander round, sit on the
‘Swan’ and take time to enjoy the peace and quiet of the garden.
The Friends can be contacted at: folpcalcot@gmail.com if you have any ideas
for the park or any other comments.
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ANDY GILKERSON
PLUMBING
SERVICES
Looking for a plumber?
All plumbing work undertaken
Taps, Toilets and Showers fixed
Complete Bathroom Installations
Emergency Repairs

No call out charge
All work insured and guaranteed
Call Andy on

07956 906061 or 0118 941
6017 email:
A.Gilkerson@sky.com

Beansheaf Pre-School

Beansheaf Pre-school, based in
the Beansheaf Centre, has a
“GOOD” Ofsted rating.
We
welcome children from 2 yrs and
are pleased to offer up to 30 hrs
funded childcare for eligible
families.
Our highly qualified
team of staff ensure that children
are safe, secure and nurtured
during their time with us. As an
inclusive setting, we offer a range
of fun activities in-line with the
EYFS and Covid-19 secure
regulations. We are now taking
registrations for September 2021.
Contact:
Mobile: 07504 956 168
Landline: 0118 9454312
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Kennet Valley Primary School is delighted to announce that it will be
part of the Erasmus project promoting cooperation among countries in the
European Union.
The school has received a grant to allow it to work with partner schools in
Spain, Greece, Turkey and Romania on a joint project called ‘Between the blue
and the green: an environmental project to assure our future.’ Each country
will investigate an environmental theme such as pollution, climate change or
urban sprawl and study it using a different teaching approach such as videobased learning and project-based learning. This chance for school staff and governors to take part in
continuing professional development in a global classroom is a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity!

1st Reading YMCA Beaver
Scouts

YOUR HOLYBROOK
COUNCILLORS
MARY BEDWELL
(Chairman)
CLAIRE TULL
CHARLIE CROAL
RICHARD SOMNER
CLIVE LITTLEWOOD
(LLC for AWE)
HARISH MISTRY
ANDREW LENAGHAN
SIMON COLLARD
BIYI OLOKO

Our first face to face meeting in 6
months on St George’s Day was
brilliant!

0118 942 0196

St George is the Patron Saint of
scouting, Baden Powel chose him for
his strength & courage.

0118 941 8203
07855 749 876

We invited Richard White from
History into Schools, who came with
an amazing array of weapons and
costumes, telling the story of St
George, who was a Roman Soldier.

07836 208 382
07905 816 846

0118 945 5830
0118 945 3714
0118 9410 697
0118 942 3435

DISTRICT COUNCILLORS
PETER ARGYLE
0118 375 6146
RICHARD SOMNER
07836 208382

It was not until some 800 years later that he became a saint and the
legend of St George slaying the dragon was born.
If you would like to find out more details about Beavers, please
contact the leader on 07718 770206.
In September 2020 we welcomed Tom Wederell as
our new Assistant Pastor. At Easter, Tom and a
team of others, organised a Hope Trail around
Fords Farm. 12 locations
were adorned with
posters and displays to
brighten the holidays and remind us that Jesus brings
hope even when things feel uncertain.

5 Miles for 31 Days

Thank you for your suggestions for the
Community Infrastructure and Parish
Improvements project. Further information will
appear in the newsletter in the coming months.

Andrew Lenaghan, one of our councillors, has been running 5
miles a day in May to raise money for the Motor Neurone
Disease Association. He was inspired to take on this gruelling
challenge in memory of his father, who died of the disease 31
years ago this May. At the time of writing, Andrew had raised
a total of £521.25 (including gift aid) and we would like to
congratulate him on this achievement.
If you have taken part in similar fund raising efforts, we would love to hear from
you so we can include you in our newsletter.

