
Parish Council Meetings:  
 

December: Full Council, Monday 6th December 2021 at 19:30 
 

January: Full Council, Monday 10th January 2022 at 19.30   
        

Meeting dates are subject to change and a full list of Parish meetings, including any date changes, can be 
found on our website: www.holybrook-pc.gov.uk.  Alternatively, please contact: admin@holybrook-
pc.gov.uk for more information.  You can also find the Council’s agendas and minutes on our website. 

 HOLYBROOK PARISH NEWS 
      Serving the communities of Fords Farm and Beansheaf Farm        

 

December 2021  

Unveiling of  Memorial Plaque in the Park 
 

Did you know that the area over Pooh Bridge is known as the Memorial Meadow?;  so called as there are 
21 Oak Trees planted in commemoration.  To accompany the trees, June Scott, a founding member of 
the FoLP, donated a plaque which was erected on Pooh Bridge and had the following explanation 
inscription: 
 

‘The trees planted here were for the 21 men from Calcot and Theale who died in the First 
World War.  For your today they gave their tomorrow’,  

 

Unfortunately, this original plaque was damaged beyond repair and had to be taken down.  As the plaque 
was a valuable reminder of our past, the Friends of Linear Park committee agreed that there should be a 
replacement.  Therefore, John Harriss, local painter/illustrator, was asked if he could paint a stone or 
boulder that could be fixed into the ground.  Having supplied John with the original wording, he 
designed, with help from the Committee, a plaque painted on slate.  The new plaque has been donated 
to the Park by John and is now displayed between the 21 Oak trees. 
 
On Tuesday 9th November 2021, members of the Friends of Linear Park 
Committee were joined by Mary Bedwell, Chairman of Holybrook 
Parish Council, together with several Parish Councillors, park volunteers 
and members of the public to watch the unveiling of the new plaque.  
At 11:00 a one-minute silence was observed followed by the ‘official’ 
unveiling of the plaque by John.  After the unveiling, John was 
presented with a ‘thank you’ gift by the Chair of FoLP, Angela 
McMahon. 
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How to reduce the risk of becoming a burglary victim this winter 
 
Now that the clocks have gone back and the evenings are darker, there are a few simple steps 
you can take to help protect your property: 
 
Lock your doors and windows: if you have a UPVC door make sure you have double locked it 
by lifting the handle and locking it with the key. Make sure the key is removed from the lock and 
out of reach. 
 
Think about purchasing a Video Doorbell Camera - This will send the footage of anyone 
approaching your home to your mobile phone. 
 
Keep valuables out of sight from doors and windows. 
 
Remember to mark your valuables using a UV pen and register them on the national property 
register at www.immobilise.com. 
 
If you are leaving the house, you can deter burglars by making your home appear occupied: 
 
 Double check that you have locked your windows and doors before leaving. 
 Light up your living room using a timer switch. A TV simulator can also be used to give the 

appearance of a TV screen being used. 
 Invite a neighbour to park on your drive while you are away.  
 
You can find more information on how to reduce the risk of becoming a victim of burglary by 
downloading your FREE Home Security Guide from the Thames Valley Police website:  
 

https://www.thamesvalley.police.uk/police-forces/thames-valley-police/areas/advice/home-
security-guide/ 

Friends of Linear Park – The 
Green Flag flies high. 

 

Yes! We have done it yet again; 
Linear Park has been awarded the 
coveted Green Flag for the 12th time 
in a row.  Look out for the flag flying 
outside the Beansheaf Centre.  This 
has certainly been deserved by the 
volunteers who have worked 
tirelessly supporting West Berkshire 
Council, during the last 12 ‘Covid’ 
months.  We have been keeping the 
park in tip-top condition; turning out 
for the Tuesday Work session and 
other days as necessary, in all 
weathers, removing fallen debris, 

taking on general maintenance and 
keeping the paths clear. 
 
Really good news; water voles 
have been spotted near Pooh 
Bridge.  Sightings have been 
reported on at least two occasions 
recently.  If you see any please let 
either the Parish Office know at: 
admin@holybrook-pc.gov.uk or 
FoLP at: folpcalcot@gmail.com.  
There is a picture the voles in the 
noticeboards around the park to 
help you identify them.  Even if 
you’re not sure, please let us know 
as we may be able to see a pattern 
forming as to their activities in the 

Holy Brook. 
 
For those of you receiving hats, 
scarfs and gloves for Christmas; 
now is a good time to put them to 
use with a walk in the Park.  
Season’s Greetings to everyone 
and all good wishes for 2022. 

http://www.immobilise.com
https://www.thamesvalley.police.uk/police-forces/thames-valley-police/areas/advice/home-security-guide/
https://www.thamesvalley.police.uk/police-forces/thames-valley-police/areas/advice/home-security-guide/
mailto:admin@holybrook-pc.gov.uk
mailto:folpcalcot@gmail.com
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ANDY GILKERSON 

PLUMBING      

SERVICES 

Looking for a plumber? 

All plumbing work undertaken 

Taps, Toilets and Showers fixed 

Complete Bathroom Installations 

Emergency Repairs 

 

 

No call out charge 

All work insured and guaranteed 

Call Andy on 

 07956 906061 or 0118 437 7445  

email: A.Gilkerson@sky.com 

 

 

 

Did you Know! 
Anyone can fish along 

the Holybrook in Linear 

Park?  But, you must 

have a rod licence (even 

if you are just fishing for 

Signal Crayfish) which is 

enforced by the 

Environment Agency.   

You do not need to be a 
member of any fishing 
club when fishing on 
public land such as in 

the park.  



YOUR HOLYBROOK                          

COUNCILLORS 

MARY BEDWELL  
(Chairman)                   0118 942 0196 
 

 
CLAIRE TULL               0118 941 8203 
 

 
CHARLIE CROAL         07855 749 876 
 
 
RICHARD SOMNER     07836 208 382 
 
CLIVE LITTLEWOOD 
(LLC for AWE)               07905 816 846 

 

 
HARISH MISTRY           0118 945 5830 
 
 
ANDREW LENAGHAN  0118 945 3714 

 
 
SIMON COLLARD         0118 9410 697 

 
 
BIYI OLOKO           0118 942 3435 

 

DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 

 

RICHARD SOMNER      07836 208382 

Drive-in Carols! 

Join us for carols by car-light!  

5pm, Sunday 19th December 

Beansheaf Community Centre, Charrington Road, RG31 7AW. 

Enjoy some festive carols, traditional readings, prayers and a message 
to celebrate Christmas.  

You can drive-in or come on foot.  

Book on: kvfc.org.uk or phone 0118 942 1591. 

FREE  EVENT 

  

 

 

Pangbourne Neighbourhood 
Police Team have moved! 

 
On 3rd November 2021 the 
Neighbourhood Police Team relocated 
to the new Theale Community Fire 
Station, off Wigmore Lane, Theale. 
 
Contact details for TVP remain the 
same and non-emergency incidents 
should be reported on 101 (999 is for 
emergency use only.) 
 
Alternatively you can visit the ‘Report’ 
section on our website to report an 
incident electronically. 
 
You can follow us on Facebook TVP 
West Berks for news and updates.                                                                          

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reading Scrabble Club meets every Wednesday (19:15 – 22:00)  

in the Beansheaf Community Centre. 
Members play three games each week; with an opportunity to enjoy 

a cup of tea or coffee  (and maybe a biscuit!). 
 

Players of all standards are welcome. Do come and try us for FREE. 
Contact Mike on 0118 907 1497 for more details. 

http://kvfc.org.uk

