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August 2020  

Dear Residents 

Holybrook Parish Council would like to say: 

Thank you for following the Government guidelines regarding COVID - 19, especially for continuing to 

socially distance when out and about in the Parish;  Its funny how avoiding someone now is a reason to give 

thanks!  

Thank you to all the key workers; for carrying on providing the services required despite the risks and to the 

residents who supported them by clapping on a Thursday evening at 8.00pm.   What an amazing sense of 

community this created. 

Thank you to Kennet Valley Free Church and the Community Hub for providing  much needed support 

within our Parish.   It is overwhelming  how many people in our community have been there for each other.  

Thank you for being neighbourly; helping any person who may be shielding, in need of help or those who 

just needed a chat with someone.  Perhaps you have also offered to cut someone’s grass.  These gestures go so 

far, not only in these times, but always!  

Thank you for being our eyes and ears in Holybrook and reporting any issues to the Parish Office. - Our staff 

continue to work from their homes but they are still there for you. 

Thank you for all your hard work cutting back any over hanging foliage and shrubs from your properties, as 

well as keeping your front gardens tidy.   This helps everyone to move around freely and safely on our 

footpaths and gives us all a sense of pride in our area. 

Thank you to Friends of Linear Park and other volunteers that have picked up litter on grass verges, roads 

and the Linear Park to make our area a lovely place to live. 

When we work together, we can achieve great things.    

Please keep up the good work. 

If anyone would like to let us know about any extraordinary acts of kindness they have experienced, please 

do email us at admin@holybrook-pc.gov.uk or call 0118 945 4339 and leave a message on our voicemail. 

You are invited to  

HOLYBROOK FESTIVAL ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
on Monday 28th September 2020 

at 7.30pm 

We are not yet sure if this meeting will be held in person at the Beansheaf Centre or online via Zoom.  

Please look out for further details in the noticeboards, on our social media  or on our website.   

We are also looking for volunteers to join the Festival Committee.  Our numbers have been 

decreasing over the years, so to secure the future of this amazing community event  we would 

welcome volunteers old and new to help with  the organisation of the Festival .  
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Friends of Linear Park – Welcome to Summer – and COVID 19  

Lots and lots of you have ‘found’ the Linear Park and are using it as your form of exercise, be it 
walking, jogging, cycling or using the Trim Trail – Welcome to you all! 

Whilst in lock down the Friends of Linear Park have still been busy as individuals with tasks as 
they saw fit. These have included, maintaining the whips planted over the winter, cutting back 
the nettles along the two new footpaths to allow for social distancing, working in the garden 
including restraining the willow arch, along with mowing the lawn and general tidiness.  

Litter picking has been a key task with the extra footfall in the park and alongside the regular pickers, we know of 
a number of dog walkers who have helped. We appreciate your helpfulness.   

The contactors employed by West Berkshire Council have spent significantly more time in Linear Park than 
expected, which has also helped us and is really appreciated. 

If you would like to help in the park or would like to make a suggestion/comment, our email address is; – 
folpcalcot@gmail.com 

Please be mindful of social distancing, taking your litter home with you, disposing of dog foul 
appropriately and respect other park users at all times. Thank you! 

Mental Health Support in your Area 
 

National figures show one in four adults and one in 10 children experience mental health difficulties and 
many more are caring for people who experience mental ill health. The Covid pandemic is also already 
showing increases in the number of people reporting mental health concerns and it is expected that these 
numbers will continue to increase. 

The action plan has been put together by the Berkshire West Mental Health and Learning Disability 
Programme Board and follows a comprehensive eight month engagement and consultation campaign. 

Its priorities are to improve and widen access to care for children and adults needing mental health 
support  

 Key aims of the Berkshire West Plan are to: 

 Improve access to mental health services and making them readily available in a timely manner 

 To expand the mental health liaison service through the Royal Berkshire Hospital’s Emergency 

Department (ED) - 

 Improve 24/7 mental health crisis provision 

 Provide alternative crisis provision like sanctuaries/crisis café 

 Establish a new Ambulance Mental Health response pathway with trained mental health staff an 
NHS 111 Crisis Line has now gone live offering a single point of access for all Mental Health calls. 
It’s being co-ordinated by Berkshire Healthcare NHS Foundation Trust in liaison with the NHS111 
service.  

 

Mental Health practitioners will triage calls to the 111 line. Nurses with expert knowledge and skills will be 
in control rooms to support 111 and ambulance staff will also be trained in initial mental health crisis 
response techniques.  

The 111 system will also link into a new Crisis Line to operate 24/7 for people of all ages. This will have 
digital access via Skype, email or LiveChat in a bid to make it more accessible to people living in remote 
areas. 
 
For further information, including for specific conditions, please go to www.westberks.gov.uk.  

mailto:folpcalcot@gmail.com
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ANDY GILKERSON 

PLUMBING      

SERVICES 

Looking for a plumber? 

All plumbing work undertaken 

Taps, Toilets and Showers fixed 

Complete Bathroom Installations 

Emergency Repairs 

 

 

No call out charge 

All work insured and guaranteed 

Call Andy on 

 07956 906061 or 0118 941 6017  

email: A.Gilkerson@sky.com 

 

Prospect Angling Club 
 

Prospect Angling Club is a small local 
angling club which has been going for 
nearly 50 years, we have a stretch of 

the Holybrook as club waters which we 
maintain.  We also have a car park with 
hard standing right by the Holybrook.  

The club, in recent years, has 
developed close ties with two other 

fishing clubs and we fish many matches 
together.  We welcome all members 

regardless if they are pleasure or match 
anglers.  

Last year we had an Environment 
Agency grant to carry out some 

improvements on our stretch of the 
Holybrook, which we hope will improve 

the fishing and reduce the chance of 
flooding.  

The club is always looking for new 
members. For more details of the 

Club please contact: Colin Day on 
mobile 07901773494. 

 

If you would like to 

contact the Holybrook 

Parish Council, our 

contact details  are below: 

Email addresses: 

Clerk@holybrook-pc.gov.uk 

Bookings@holybrook-pc.gov.uk 

admin@holybrook-pc.gov.uk 

Telephone number:  0118 945  4339  

and leave a message. 

Website: www.holybrook-pc.gov.uk 

If  you would like to  contact West 

Berkshire Council, their telephone 

number is 01635  551111.    

 Alternatively, you  can report an issue  

online at  www.westberks.gov.uk/

reportaproblem .   

For any  other services, please go to  

their website www.westberks.gov.uk   
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COUNCILLORS 

 

MARY BEDWELL  

    0118 942 0196 

 

CLAIRE TULL 

0118 941 8203 

 

CHARLIE CROAL 

07855 749 876 

 

RICHARD SOMNER 

07836 208 382 

 

CLIVE LITTLEWOOD 

07905 816 846 

LLC for AWE  
 

HARISH MISTRY 

0118 945 5830 

 

ANDREW LENAGHAN 

0118 945 3714 

 

SARJU  MISTRY 

07967 810 215 

 

SIMON COLLARD 

0118 9410 697 

 

BRIAN BAKER 

0118 943 2643 

 

DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 

PETER ARGYLE 

0118 375 6146 

 

RICHARD SOMNER 

07836 208382 

Parish Council Meetings: For an up-to-date list of all Parish 

meetings, including sub-committees,  please visit: 

www.holybrook-pc.gov.uk . 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER!  To drive or cycle around roundabouts 
and NOT cut across them.  It is the responsibility of everyone to 

ensure that they are driving or cycling safely.  

West Berkshire Padworth Recycling Centre 
and Newbury Recycling Centre 

West Berkshire Council are taking bookings for essential visits to their 

recycling centres. In line with current guidance, householders should only 

take waste to a recycling centre if it cannot be stored safely at home and 

no alternative disposal options are available.  

 

Residents can book on line for Padworth Recycling Centre at 
citizen.westberks.gov.uk/clickandtip  or telephone 01635 519080 

 

As you may be aware WBC usual kerbside waste collections for recycling, 

rubbish, garden and food waste are operating as normal. Standard bulky 

collections are also available. Please visit www.westberks.gov.uk/waste 

for more information on waste services.  

 

Please note that the booking service is only to be used by:  

West Berkshire Council residents who have a permit that allows them to 

use the recycling centres and only vans with a valid pink or purple permit 

are allowed on site.  No commercial waste is accepted at either centre.  

Eligibility to use the recycling centres will be checked at the entrance to 

each site and customers who do not meet the criteria will be turned away.  

Public Rights of Way and Open Access Land in West Berkshire during the 

Coronavirus pandemic 

RIGHTS OF WAY /OPEN ACCESS LAND 

All public rights of way (PROW) and open access land (including West Berkshire commons) remain open. Levels of 

use are higher than normal during this period, when many people are at home, and seeking outdoor exercise and 

recreation. At this time it is especially important to be considerate to others.  

PROWs are signposted and maintained by the District Council: 

Footpath - for pedestrians only. 

Bridleway - for pedestrians, cyclists and equestrians only. 

Restricted Byway - for pedestrians, cyclists, equestrians and carriage drivers  only. 

Byway - for  pedestrians, cyclists, equestrians, carriage drivers, and vehicles. 

All PROWs are marked at the roadside with signposts, and at intervals along the routes 
with small arrows. Public footpaths in West Berkshire are marked with signs like 
these, and with yellow arrows.  


